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assemblage exhorted the audience to unite and organize themselves
for the country's cause. Calcutta's lead was followed by Madras,
Bombay and Poona. In March 1885 it was decided to hold a meeting
of representatives from all parts of India during the next Christmas.
This can be said to be the origin of the Indian JNTational Congress, the
foundation of which marks the most important event in the political
history of India. Poona was considered the most central and, there-
fore, suitable place. The following circular was issued:
<CA conference of the Indian National Union will be held at Poona
from the 25th to the 3ist December 1885.
"The conference will be composed of delegates—leading politic-
ians well acquainted with the English language—from all parts of
the Bengal, Bombay and Madras Presidencies.
"The direct objects of the conference will be: (i) to enable all the
most earnest labourers in the cause of national progress to become
personally known to each other; (2) to discuss and decide upon the
political operations to be undertaken during the ensuing year.
"Indirectly this conference will form the germ of a native parlia-
ment and, if properly conducted, will constitute in a few years an
unanswerable reply to the assertion that India is still wholly unfit
for any form of representative institutions. The first conference will
decide whether the next shall be again held at Poona or whether,
following the precedent of the British Association, the conferences
shall be held year by year at different important centres."
The first meeting did not, however, take place at Poona, for, only
a few days before Christmas, some sporadic cases of cholera occurred
and the conference, now called the Congress, was moved to Bombay.
The historic session of the first Congress began on December 28,
1885, in the Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College on the Gowalia Tank
Road, Bombay. There seventy-two representatives who elected
themselves as delegates met and discussed the programme, while
another thirty or so attended as friends, being as Government servants
precluded from acting as representatives in a political gather-
ing, among whom the most noteworthy were Justice Ranade and
Professor R. G. Bhandarkar. Among those who participated were
DadabhaiNaoroji, Pherozeshah Mehta, K. T. Telang, D. E. Wacha,
Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, N. G. Chandavarkar, S, Subramania Iyer,
M. Veeraraghavachariar, Narendranath Sen. The first voices heard
were those of Allan Octavian Hume, S. Subramania Iyer andTelang

